34                      THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND.
During this time Neb was struggling vigorously agaiiisf
the current He was crossing in an oblique direction. His
black shoulders could be seen emerging at each stroke.
He was carried down very quickly, but he also made way
towards the shore. It took more than half an hour to
cross from the islet to the land, and he reached the shore
several hundred feet from the place which was opposite to
the point from which he had started.
Landing at the foot of a high wall of granite, he shook
himself vigorously; and then, setting off running, soon
disappeared behind a rocky point, which projected to
nearly the height of the northern extremity of the
islet.
Neb's companions had watched his daring attempt with
painful aim*$y, and when he was out of sight, they fixed
theip-'attentioh on the land where their hope of safety lay,
*"rfmilst eating some shell-fish with which the sand was
strewn. It was a wretched repast, but still it was better
than nothing. The opposite coast formed one vast bay,
terminating on the south by a very sharp point, which was
destitute of all vegetation, and was of a very wild aspect.
This point abutted on the shore in a grotesque outline of
high granite rocks. Towards the north, on the contrary,
the bay widened, and a more rounded coast appeared,
trending from the south-west to the north-east, and ter-
minating in a slender cape. The distance between these